Vail Resorts Newsroom

Kirkwood Mountain Resort to Host Freeride World Tour Challenger and
Freeride Junior National Championships

Kirkwood, Calif. — March 24, 2025 — Kirkwood Mountain Resort is
set to welcome top freeride athletes this spring, hosting both a
Freeride World Tour (FWT) Challenger event and the International
Freeskiers and Snowboarders Association (IFSA) Junior Freeride
Championships (JFCs).

* On March 29 2025, the FWT Challenger, a pivotal competition for
Freeride World Tour Qualifier riders, returns to Kirkwood this season.
These Challenger events determine which athletes will advance to

| the elite FWT pro circuit next season.

FWT events hold special significance at Kirkwood, as the resort has
been home to several athletes who have gone on to compete on its world stage. Notable competitors include Molly Armanino,
who finished 5th overall this season and secured 2nd place in 2023, and local legend, Josh Daiek.

In addition, Kirkwood will host the 2025 IFSA Junior Freeride Championship from April 6 - 13, 2025. This is the largest junior
freeride event in the world, bringing together the best athletes from North and South America to compete for the title of
Champion of the Americas. The event will determine which athletes qualify for the Freeride Junior World Championships.

Kirkwood’s junior freeride program has already helped develop athletes who have gained experience at the highest levels of
competition. Athletes like Madison Ringham (Freeride Junior World Championships competitor in 2022 and 2023) and Evan Kim
(2024 competitor) have emerged from this program and gone on to compete internationally.

With a long-standing reputation for producing top freeride athletes, Kirkwood remains a premier venue for competitive freeride
skiing and riding. With its endless playground of narrow chutes, big cliffs, and steep walls, Kirkwood is known for being a
stomping ground for hard-charging freeride athletes. But beyond its legendary terrain, Kirkwood'’s unique geographic location
atop the Sierra Crest contributes to its famed ‘K-Factor’, a defining characteristic that makes the resort a standout destination
for freeride competition.

Both competitions will take place in The Cirque, a renowned, steep, north-facing, and technically complex zone regarded as one
of the best freeride venues in North America. Permanently closed to the public, The Cirque opens only for elite freeride
competitions like the JFCs and FWT Challenger events.
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About Vail Resorts, Inc. (NYSE: MTN)
Vail Resorts is a network of the best destination and close-to-home ski resorts in the world including Vail Mountain,
Breckenridge, Park City Mountain, Whistler Blackcomb, Stowe, and 32 additional resorts across North America; Andermatt-
Sedrun and Crans-Montana Mountain Resort in Switzerland; and Perisher, Hotham, and Falls Creek in Australia — all available

on the company’s industry-changing Epic Pass. We are passionate about providing an Experience of a Lifetime to our team
members and guests, and our EpicPromise is to reach a zero net operating footprint by 2030, support our employees and
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communities, and broaden engagement in our sport. Our company owns and/or manages a collection of elegant hotels under
the RockResorts brand, a portfolio of vacation rentals, condominiums and branded hotels located in close proximity to our
mountain destinations, as well as the Grand Teton Lodge Company in Jackson Hole, Wyo. Vail Resorts Retail operates more
than 250 retail and rental locations across North America. Learn more about our company at www.VailResorts.com, or discover
our resorts and pass options at www.EpicPass.com.

https://news.vailresorts.com/news-and-stories?item=123109



https://www.vailresorts.com/
https://www.epicpass.com/
https://news.vailresorts.com/news-and-stories?item=123109

